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Nearly two years after an electrical fire nearly engulfed the restaurant and $750,000 

later, Off Vine owners Richard Falzone, Greg Fedderly and Tony Hernandez                   

announced the official reopening of Hollywoodõs most-charming restaurant ñ Off 

Vine ñ on March 18. 

Located at 6263 Leland Way in the heart of the Sunset & Vine Business                   

Improvement District, Off Vine is a 3,187 sq. ft. restaurant set in a 1908 Arts-and 

Crafts style house. On April 27, 2008, Off Vine was forced to close its doors when an 

electrical fire swept through the house during dinner.  

In remodeling the house, the owners were required to bring the house up to code 

and add a new sprinkler system, larger restrooms and a wheelchair ramp to the 

house. Other additions included a new state-of-the-art kitchen and an upstairs room 

adorned with a 13-ft. coffered ceiling. One thing that did not change was the menu, 

which still offers favorite dishes, including the Shrimp and Crab Stuffed Tomato and 

the Pecan Breaded Chicken. 

During the remodel, Falzone set up a temporary office on the porch of Off Vine, 

where he responded to e-mails and calls from loyal customers. It served as a stark 

reminder of all that was lost, as well a reminder for the potential of Off Vineõs future.  

òOur journey has been long and tumultuous, full of struggles and setbacks,ó Falzone 

said. òIt also has come to exemplify the strength of a community that has offered 

guidance, encouragement and support to a business that found itself struggling to 

reopen its doors during one of the worst economic crises our country has ever seen.ó  

Falzone said that the entire kitchen staff has returned, along with a handful of                   

servers ñ a true testament to the emotional ties so many feel with the restaurant, 

which first opened its doors in 1989.  

Iõm pleased to welcome Off Vine back to the neighborhood,ó Los Angeles City Council 

President Eric Garcetti said. òThis Hollywood gem adds to the continued revitalization 

of our community.ó  

Off Vine is open for lunch, dinner and weekend 

brunch. To make a reservation, please call           

323-962-1900. For more information, visit 

www.offvine.com. 

òOff Vine is finally coming home,ó Falzone said. 

òCome home with us.ó  

 

T E N D E R  G R E E N S  O P E N S  I N           

S U N S E T  V I N E  T O W E R   

Bringing fresh salads, sandwiches and artisanal 

baked goods to the Sunset & Vine BID, this organic 

restaurant is a healthy and welcome addition to the 

neighborhood. The décor consists of recycled                

materials and environmentally friendly products, 

creating a cool, relaxing and comfortably urban       

environment.                                                                            

What: Tender Greens Now Open                                                           

Where: 6290 Sunset Blvd.                                          

When: 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. ñ Sunday through 

Thursday; 11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. ñ Friday and                

Saturday                                                                                 

More Info: www.tendergreensfood.com     

               

H E A L T H Y  K I D S  D A Y  A T  T H E  Y M C A 

Join the folks at the Hollywood Wilshire YMCA for 

òHealthy Kids Day,ó an outreach event designed to 

educate children, teens and families on the          

importance of healthy living and physical fitness. At 

this event, an entire city block will be transformed 

into a free community-wide event, where a host of 

organizations will distribute information, provide 

services and offer games and prizes.                                                  

What: Healthy Kids Day                                               

Where: 1553 N. Schrader Blvd.                                                                                                                      

When: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 17                                          

More Info: 213-639-7549  

 

L A  V I D A  O P E N S 

Sunset Entertainment Group has done it againñthis 

time with Mediterranean-ish La Vida. Serving lunch, 

dinner and late-night eats, La Vida offers casual 

California cuisine with a splash of Spanish influence.                                                                             

What: La Vida                                                                          

Where: 1448 N. Gower St.                                                             

When: Call for hours                                                                

More Info: www.lavidahollywood.com                         

WHATõS HAPPENING  
O F F  V I N E  R I S E S  F R O M  T H E  A S H E S   

Off Vine Restaurant reopened its                  

doors on March 18.  
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CHC Board Meetings*                                                                                      

May 11, June 8                                                                                                             

4 ñ 6 p.m.                                                                                                            

AMPAS (1313 Vine St.)                                                                                                     

*Annual All Property Owners Meeting to take place on April 20. Please see information at right. 

SVBID Streetscape Committee Meetings                                                              

TBD                                                                                                                                         

10:30 a.m. ñ 12 noon                                                                                                

Taft Building, room 200 (1680 N. Vine St.) 

HED/SVBID Security Committee Meetings                                                                            

April 8, May 13, June 10                                                              

10 ñ 11:30 a.m.                                                                                         

Taft Building, Room 200 (1680 N. Vine St.)  

Meeting information is also listed on 

www.sunsetandvinebid.org. 

U P C O M I N G  M E E T I N G S  ñ M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R S ! 

Note:  Please contact 

the SVBID office at  

323-463-8845 to    

confirm meeting       

locations and times. 

All meetings are open 

to the public. 

N E W  B O A R D  S E A T E D ,  O FF I C E R S  E L E C T E D  D U R I N G  F E B R U A R Y  M E E T I N G 

The Central Hollywood Coalition welcomes its newest board members, who were seated during the Feb. 20 board meeting. New board include Kitty 

Gordillo (Hollywood Wilshire YMCA), Patrick Olmstead (The Los Angeles Film School) and Roxanna Sassanian (Sunset Gower/Sunset Bronson      

Studios. New board members will serve two-year terms (2010 ð 2012) on the CHC Board of Directors. Also returning to the board to serve two-year 

terms are Charles Eberly (The Eberly Company), Ryan Harter (CIM Group), Michael Pogorzelski (AMPAS) and Fred Rosenthal (Ametron).  

The following board members were elected as officers:  Ryan Harter as president; Lillian Kuo as vice president; Carol Massie as secretary; and Duke 

Gallagher as treasurer.  

M E E T  T H E  N E W  B O A R D  ME M B E R S :  A N  O F F I C I A L  I N T R O D U C T I O N    

S U N S E T  &  V I N E  B I D  A N N U A L  A L L  

P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S  M E E T I N G                          

Sunset & Vine BID property owners and/or their official                        

representatives are invited to attend the Annual Sunset & 

Vine BID All Property Owners Meeting.                      

Date:   Tuesday, April 20                                                                                                

Time:    4:15 to 6 p.m.                                                                                                        

Location:  Stage Café @ Sunset Gower Studios                                                    

  1438 N. Gower St.               

Immediately following the meeting, attendees are invited 

to join staff and board members for no-host cocktails at 

one of the BIDõs newest restaurants ñ La Vida. 

The meeting is open to the public, but an RSVP is             

necessary to attend to arrange for parking. Please RSVP by 

April 15 to Brian Barth at brian@hollywoodbid.org.  

KATHERINE òKITTYó GOR D I L L O ,  H O L L Y W O O D  W I L S H I R E  Y M C A 

Kitty Gordillo is the director of development at the Hollywood Wilshire YMCA, where she is responsible for coordinating 

department efforts to raise funds and obtain grants for the YMCA. Gordillo is an accomplished fundraiser with experience 

in volunteer recruitment, special events and major gifts. As a CHC Board Member, Gordillo aims to use her skills to       

continue to create a clean and safe Hollywood. Gordillo is a graduate of California State University Northridge. She serves 

as a member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals and is a member of the Wilshire Rotary Club.  

P A T R I C K  O L M S T E A D ,  T HE  L O S  A N G E L E S  F I L M  S C H O O L   

Patrick Olmstead is the vice president of operations and facilities at the Los Angeles Film School. Beginning in 

1999, Olmstead supervised the creation, design and construction of the L.A. Film School campus. As a CHC Board 

Member, Olmstead has a strong desire to help continue the efforts to keep the streets of Hollywood safe for       

students, faculty and visitors alike. Olmstead earned a BFA in Motion Picture Screenwriting from the Tisch School of 

the Arts at New York University.  

R O X A N N A  S A S S A N I A N ,  SU N S E T  G O W E R / S U N S E T  B R O N S O N  S T U D I O S 

Roxanna Sassanian is the vice president of finance at Sunset Gower Studios and Sunset Bronson Studios. As a CHC 

Board Member, Sassanianõs main goal is to represent the involvement of Hudson Capital, which owns SGS and SBS 

and is one of the BIDõs largest stakeholders. Sassanian serves on the Security Committee and aims to help the 

Sunset & Vine BID neighborhood become a safer environment for businesses and employees. Sassanian is actively 

involved on the YMCA Board of Directors and also is a UNICEF Honorary Ambassador.  
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H O L L Y W O O D  D E M O G R A P H IC  R E S E A R C H  P R O J E C T                    

P R O G R E S S  R E P O R T   

As reported in the last newsletter, the Sunset & Vine BID and the Hollywood Entertainment   

District, in partnership with the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, are in the process of con-

ducting a large-scale research project to better understand the characteristics of the visitors, 

workers, residents, students and investors that comprise Hollywood. Research efforts are being 

spearheaded by firms BW Research Partnership and True North Research. To keep all stake-

holders up to date, hereõs a concise categorical update on where the project currently stands:   

Resident Telephone Survey  ñ  Survey commenced on Friday, March 19. Raw results will be 

available in early April.                                                                                                                                                                                            

Visitor Intercept Survey and Resident/Worker/Student Intercept Survey ñ Draft versions of each 

survey are currently undergoing final revisions by the Hollywood Demographic Research             

Steering Committee. It is anticipated that these surveys will be administered in mid-April.                                                                                                     

Student Webð based Surveys ñ BW Research Partnership is currently working with the                 

participating post-secondary schools to collect background information on each school in order 

to properly represent and survey Hollywoodõs student population. Once the data is collected, the 

Web-based survey will be developed and administered in mid-to-late April.                                                                                                                                

Investor Surveys ñ No preliminary work on this category of research is currently underway, and 

will commence in late April. We anticipate that the investor surveys will be administered in May.      

Looking forward, staff hopes to have all data collected, analyzed and summarized by the end of 

summer or early fall ñ at the latest.  

For more information on this project, please e-mail Katie Zandona at Katie@hollywoodbid.org.  

S E C U R I T Y  U P D A T E :  M E ET  T H E  F O O T B E A T   

Meet the Mikeõs ñ Mike Ayala and Mike Coogle ñ two of the Sunset & Vine Bidõs dedicated security officers. The duo, best known for their 

work with Hollywoodõs homeless population, is a positive presence in the BID. In addition to keeping the streets of Hollywood safe, both 

enjoy the community outreach aspect of their jobs and have spent countless hours forging relationships with many of Hollywoodõs most 

vulnerable individuals. In working with homeless service providers, both Ayala and Coogle have been able to help 

connect some of Hollywoodõs homeless individuals with the services they need.  

Both Ayala and Coogle acknowledge that working with Hollywoodõs homeless population can be very challenging at 

times. Ayala said that many homeless individuals did not know how to receive the duo at first, but became        

receptive once they saw that BID Securityõs goal was to help.  

Ayala, who was a California Corrections Sergeant before joining the BID, has been on the BID Security Team since 

2005. Coogle, a retired Los Angeles Police Department Officer, joined the team in 2008.  

O U T  &  A B O U T  I N  T H E  

N E I G H B O R H O O D 

Andrews International Officers 

Mike Coogle (left) and Mike Ayala  

(Left to right) Councilmember Tom LaBonge, Avi 

Shemesh, John Given and Council President Eric 

Garcetti  at the March 4 premiere of the Sunset 

Vine Tower.  

(Left to right) Leron Gubler, Drew Greeley, Eric 

James Virgets, Chris Breed, Alan Hajjar, and JJ 

Connaughton at the grand opening of La Vida. 

(Left to right) Leron Gubler, Sam Smith, Bill 

Farrar, Paul Kessler, and Diana Derycz-Kessler 

at the March 11 inauguration of the Los             

Angeles Film Schoolõs Brain Lobby. 

Soi 56 Thai Bar and Grill proudly 

offers all BID Newz readers 20% 

off! Simply present this coupon 

when you spend $40 or more.  

Happy eating! 

S P E C I A L  O F F E R 


